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TAGS: ENRG, UR 

SUBJECT: RENEWED RUMORS ABOUT ESTABLISHMENT OF 
SOVIET OFFSHORE OIL AND GAS AGENCY 

REF: MOSCOW 1809, (B) MOSCOW 1326 

1 . BRITISH COMMERCIAL FIRST SECRETARY (REEVE) HAS 
BEEN TOLD BY MINISTRY OF GAS INDUSTRY THAT A NEW 
AGENCY WILL SOON BE ESTABLISHED FOR COORDINATION 
AND SUPERVISION OF SOVIET OFF-SHORE OIL AND GAS 
EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS. REEVE 
SAID THAT HE HAD CONFIRMED THIS REPORT WITH SOURCES 
IN MINISTRY OF OIL AND MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE 
AS WELL. NEW ORGANIZATION WILL NOT, ACCORDING TO 
REEVE'S INFORMATION, BE A SEPARATE MINISTRY BUT 
RATHER A MAIN ADMINISTRATION (GLAVK) IN SOVIET 
MINISTRY OF GAS ANSWERING DIRECTLY TO MINISTER 
S.A. ORUDZHEV. 
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2. ACCORDING TO REEVE, ORUDZHEV EMERGED AS LIKELY 
OVERSEER OF NEW OFF-SHORE OIL AND GAS AGENCY BECAUSE 
HE HAS REPUTATION AS TOUGH "GO-GETTER" WITH ENOUGH 
MANAGERIAL CLOUT TO LAUNCH THIS NEW UNDERTAKING. 
MOREOVER, REEVE SAID HE WAS TOLD AT MFT THAT SINCE 
SOVIETS HAD LITTLE OFF-SHORE EXPERIENCE NO ONE 
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ELSE WANTED TO BE FIRST TO DIRECT NEW ENTER- 
PRISE WITH ITS ATTENDANT RISK OF FAILURE. OIL 
INDUSTRY EXPERTS WILL BE DRAWN FROM OIL MINISTRY 
RANKS TO AUGMENT STAFF UNDER ORUDZHEV, ACCORDING 
TO REEVE S SOURCES. AS TO TIMING, THEY COULD NOT 
SAY OTHER THAN THAT IT WOULD BE "SOON." 

3. COMMENT: IN VIEW OF FACT THAT SOVIET ON-SHORE GAS 
RESERVES ARE VERY SUBSTANTIAL, WHEREAS OIL PICTURE IS 
MUCH MORE IN DOUBT, IT IS SURPRISING THAT AN OFF-SHORE 
AGENCY FOR EXPLOITATION OF PETROLEUM DEPOSITS WOULD BE 
PLACED WITHIN GAS MINISTRY. THE RELATIVELY LITTLE OFF- 
SHORE EXPLOITATION NOW TAKING PLACE CONCERNS PRIMARILY 
OIL, NOT GAS. MOREOVER, WHILE GAS MINISTRY HAS ACHIEVED 
A GOOD RECORD FOR RAPID INCREASE IN OUTPUT, IT WAS OF 
COURSE STARTING FROM A LOW BASE, WHEREAS OIL WAS NOT. 
MATLOCK 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REPORTS, OFFSHORE DRILLING, ESTABLISHMENT OF OFFICES, GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 13 jul 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MOSCOW16329 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780289-0372 
Format: TEL 
From: MOSCOW 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780764/aaaaccdc.tel 

Line Count: 79 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: f152da75-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 MOSCOW 1809, 78 MOSCOW 1326 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2021811 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: RENEWED RUMORS ABOUT ESTABLISHMENT OF SOVIET OFFSHORE OIL AND GAS AGENCY 
TAGS: ENRG, UR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f1 52da75-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



